Unit 2 – U.S. Constitution

Objective 1
Analyze the structure and flexibility of the Constitution.

Objective 2
Evaluate the principles of democracy and protection of liberties found in the Constitution, Bill of Rights, and landmark Supreme Court decisions. 


Principles

· _____________________________________ : ______________________________________________
· _____________________________________ : ______________________________________________
· _____________________________________ : ______________________________________________
· _____________________________________ : ______________________________________________
· _____________________________________ : ______________________________________________
· _____________________________________ : ______________________________________________

Structure

____________________________: Purpose
Articles 1-3: _______________________________ into Legislative, Executive, and Judicial Branches
Article 4 & 6: ______________________________, the division of powers between federal and state gov’t
Article 5: ____________________________ process
Article 7: ____________________________
Amendments 1-10: _____________________________________

Purpose

“______________________________ of the United States…do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.”

In order to:									                    Examples?
· Form a more perfect _________________
· Establish ______________
· Insure domestic ________________________
· Provide for the common _________________
· Promote the general _________________
· Secure the blessings of _____________ to ourselves and our posterity


Separation of Powers
Draw the diagram here:




Legislative

Most important:   _____________________________	1.  ____________________________________
2.  ____________________________________
3.  ____________________________________
4.  ____________________________________
5.  ____________________________________

Implied Powers: ____________________________  gives Congress the ability to make laws “necessary and proper” to carrying out these functions  

Executive

Most important:   _____________________________	1.  ____________________________________
2.  ____________________________________
3.  ____________________________________
4.  ____________________________________
5.  ____________________________________

___________________________________: have the force of law but are limited, usually deal with matters 
of national security 

Judicial

Most important:   _____________________________	1. ____________________________ to determine if an   
    act is constitutional or not. Applies to:
	____________________________
		____________________________
		____________________________
	2. Other cases involving
____________________________
		____________________________


Checks and Balances

	
	Legislative Branch
	Executive Branch
	Judicial Branch

	Legislative Powers
	(The two houses of Congress 
can kill each other’s bills)
	
	

	Executive Powers
	
	(The heads of departments 
and agencies can be replaced 
by the President)
	

	Judicial 
Powers
	
	
	(Appeals courts can overturn rulings of lower courts)




Federalism
Draw the diagram here:






___________________________________ = Federal Government is supreme over the states


Expressed

Only the Federal government can:				            Why shouldn’t states have these powers?

1. __________________________________________
2. __________________________________________
3. __________________________________________
4. __________________________________________
5. __________________________________________


Reserved

Only state governments can:				                           Why should states have these powers?

1. __________________________________________
2. __________________________________________
3. __________________________________________
4. __________________________________________
5. __________________________________________

Concurrent

Both federal and state governments can:				                           

1. __________________________________________
2. __________________________________________
3. __________________________________________
4. __________________________________________
5. __________________________________________


Amendments

Step 1: ______________________________ by __/__ vote of Congress or national convention
Step 2: ______________________________ by __/__ vote of state legislatures or conventions
Bill of Rights: Amendments ____ include:		1.  ____________________________________
2.  ____________________________________
3.  ____________________________________

Civil War: Amendments ____  include: 			1.  ____________________________________
2.  ____________________________________
3.  ____________________________________
What are the other major amendments?


Civil Liberties = Freedoms of _______________ and _________________ expression in the 1st Amendment

	Civil Liberties
	What are the limits on these freedoms?

	Religion:
1. ____________________________________
2. Free exercise clause
	

	Speech:
       Includes  ________________________________
	

	Press:
       No _____________________________________
	

	Assembly:
       Includes  ________________________________
	

	Petition:
      “For redress of ___________________________”
	




Legal Protections

Rights of the accused and ______________________ of law to protect “life, liberty, and property”

4th: ___________________________________________________________________________________
5th: ___________________________________________________________________________________
6th: ___________________________________________________________________________________
8th: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Civil Rights = Citizens given ___________________________ under the law in the ___    Amendment

What does this mean, in practice? 

Besides African Americans, what other groups have struggled with how this Amendment has been interpreted over time?


Interpretation

Judicial Review
Supreme Court can rule Acts of Congress, President, and States __________________________

Congressional
____________________________ of Congress from the “Necessary and Proper” or Elastic Clause

Ex. 	____ Amendment granted civil rights in 1868 and ________________________________ outlawed segregation in 1954, but the ______________________ of the 1960s worked out the details and closed loopholes


Cases involving the civil liberties, legal protections, and civil rights of students
	Case
	Question
	Constitutional Issue

	Tinker v. Des Moines
	Do students have the right to protest at school?
	

	Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier
	Can schools censor student publications?
	

	Engel v. Vitale
	Can schools sponsor a moment of prayer?
	

	New Jersey v. TLO
	Do schools have the right to search students without a warrant?
	

	Brown v. Board of Ed
	Is school segregation constitutional?
	

	Swann v. Charlotte-Meck
	What are schools required to do to integrate by race?
	

	Univ of CA v. Bakke
	Can universities use affirmative action in admissions?
	



